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authors. Foremost among them he places deep and
continuous study. Here, again, Kabelais allows his
imagination free and worthy play, and pronounces a
panegyric on study which seems almost inspired.
" Contemplate the form of a man intent upon some study.
You will see that all his natural faculties are suspended, all
exterior sensation has ceased ; you will think him no longer
Living in himself, but rapt away in ecstasy; you will own
that Socrates was in no way wrong when he said that
philosophy is nothing else than a meditation on death.
Perhaps that is the reason why Democritus blinded him-
self, esteeming the loss of sight less than tlie diminution of
his contemplations, which he felt to be interrupted by tlie
wandering of his eyes. Therefore is Pallas, goddess of wis-
dom, guardian of students, called a virgin; therefore are the
Muses virgins; therefore remain the Graces in eternal maiden-
hood ; and I remember to have read how Cupid, being asked
by his mother why he did not assail the Muses, replied that
he found them so pure, so modest, and so continually occu-
pied, that he unbent his bow, closed his quiver, and extin-
guished his flambeau, through shame and fear of hurting
them. Then he took off the bandage from his eyes the better
to see them, and to hear their pleasant chants and poetic odes.
In this he took the greatest pleasure possible, so that often
he found himself ravished by their beauty and their graces,
and was lulled to sleep by their harmonies. So far was he
from wishing to assail them or to distract them from their
studies."
Besides a second discourse, garnished in the Eabelaisian
style with classical illustrations, reminiscences, and anec-
dotes, Panurge is nothing forwarded by the doctor. There
remains the philosopher Trouillogan; and here the author
suddenly remembering Gargantua, and neglecting the
fact that he had already long since been consigned to